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Abstract

This study examines the narrative structure and narrative techniques of Eka
Kurniawan’s novel Cantik Itu Luka using Gérard Genette’s narratological
framework. The findings show that the novel employs a non-linear structure
through anachrony, particularly analepsis, along with variations in duration (scene,
pause, summary) and frequency (singulative and anaphoric repetition), which create
a layered and cyclical narrative. In terms of technique, the novel uses zero
focalization and an extradiegetic-heterodiegetic voice with subsequent narration,
allowing full access to characters’ inner experiences. Overall, these elements
contribute to the narrative complexity and reinforce themes of trauma and its

recurring consequences.

Keywords: narrative structure, narrative technique, anachrony, focalization, Cantik

Itu Luka, novel
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