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Abstract

The development of digital technology has given rise to new forms of literature,
one of which is the webtoon, which is growing in popularity among the public. In
addition to serving as a form of entertainment, webtoons can also convey moral
values through the stories and characters they present. This study, titled “The
Representation of Moral Values Development through Pupus’s Characterization in
Pupus Putus Sekolah Webtoon Series” aims to analyzed the development of the
character Pupus as well as the representation of moral values in the “Pupus Putus
Sekolah” webtoon. The analysis in this study was conducted using a qualitative
descriptive method with a narrative approach, drawing on Tzvetan Todorov’s
narrative theory (1971) and Linda Eyre and Richard Eyre’s theory of moral value
development (1993). This study is limited to Season 1, which consists of a total of
33 episodes, resulting in 22 data points that were analyzed through close reading,
data coding, and annotation. The results of the study indicate that Pupus’s character
development follows narrative stages consisting of equilibrium, disruption,
recognition, repair, and new equilibrium, which depict gradual changes in the
character. In addition, various moral values are reflected in the character of Pupus,
including both values of being and values of giving based on Eyre’s moral theory.
This study concludes that the life experiences and conflicts faced by Pupus play a
significant role in shaping the development of her moral values and character as a
well-rounded protagonist in the story.

Keywords: character development, moral values, narrative, webtoon, Pupus Putus
Sekolah.
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CHAPTER 1
Introduction

This chapter contains research background, problem identification, problem
limitation, research questions, research objectives and research significance related
to the Character Development and Moral Values Representation Through the

Characterization of Pupus in Pupus Putus Sekolah Webtoon Series.

1.1. Research Background

Literature is a form of arts that uses a series of words in its formation, such as
novels, dramas and modern poetry. Through creative and precise word choice,
literary works can build an idea, share experiences and convey emotions. Literary
works themselves have many forms, both old literature such as myths, sagas and
poems and new literature such as novels, dramas and modern poetry. As literature
continues to evolve, the way it is created and consumed has also adapted to
technological changes. But besides that, along with the development of the world
and increasingly sophisticated technological devices, there is now a new term,
namely digital literature or cyber literature. Digital literature is a literary work that
uses digital media and technology as a means to create, publish and enjoy literary
works. An example of a popular digital literary work is webtoon.

Among various forms of digital literature, webtoon stands out as one of the
most accessible and widely consumed platforms today. Webtoon is one of the media
used in accessing digital literature (Tri & Nurhaliza, 2024). According to Ji (2016,
as cited in Gustiawati, 2024) webtoon comes from a combination of two words,

namely 'web' and 'cartoon', meaning comics published through web media and
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