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Preface 

Alhamdulillah, all praise to Allah S.W.T, the Almighty and Most Merciful. By 

The grace, the writer has successfully completed the research titled "Idioms 

Analysis in Kendrick Lamar's Song Lyrics Entitled Like That, Euphoria, 6:16 in 

LA, Meet the Grahams, and Not Like Us". The purpose of this research is to identify 

idioms and their meanings within the lyrics of these songs. 

As an English department student, the writer found that analyzing idioms, 

their types, and meanings to be highly intriguing. For this reason, the writer choses 

to use the theory of idiom types to analyze various idioms found in the song lyrics. 

Furthermore, the theory of seven types of meaning was employed to interpret the 

meanings of the identified idioms. 

The writer acknowledged that this paper is far from perfect and openly 

welcomes feedback, recommendations, and constructive criticism from readers. 

The aim of this research is to assist readers in understanding the types of idioms 

and the meanings embedded within them. Additionally, the writer hopes that this 

study will inspire future research in similar area. 

 

 

 

Bandung, May 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

Galih Nur Dwiarta 

207010047 



iv  

Acknowledgement 

I would like to express immense gratitude to everyone who played a significant 

role in the writer’s campus life and the completion of this research. The gratitude 

goes to: 

1. Pasundan University, where the writer studied English and Literature and 

gained numerous life lessons. 

2. Budi Setiawan, S.Li, M.H., M.Sn., the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and 

Letters Pasundan University. 

3. Husni Thamrin, S.S., M.Hum., the Head of the English Department 

Faculty of Arts and Letters at Pasundan University and the writer’s first 

advisor that gave the writer guidance during the research. His advice and 

feedback have been the main help in completing this study. 

4. Restu Dessy Maulida, S.S., M.Pd., the writer’s second advisor and 

lecturer that gives writer guidance throughout this research. Her patience, 

constructive criticism, and motivation played a crucial role in shaping this 

study. 

5. Soebagio Kramadibrata, my father is a role model and a supportive 

figure who never demands anything, always does his best for the writer, 

and a powerful source of motivation. 

6. (Almh) Betty Ariyani, my beloved mother, my first home, my gentle light 

in the darkest days, the heartbeat behind every word I write. Though she 

had gone, her love remains, echoing through every breath I take, a guiding 

star that never fades. 



v  

7. Kendrick Lamar, one of the writer’s favorite artists who is also a 

musician whose five songs are the main objects of this research. 

8. Hafizh Umar Assad, Fikhri Adilla, Ahmad Wahdan, Nofa Linda, 

Aurelia Zahra, Auliana, Dwi, Kaisar Fawaz, Wahilda Ikhsan, Alldie 

Ardhanu, Indra Maulana, Muhamad Sa’adilah as my closest friend, 

and others that cannot be mentioned one by one. 

9. Ricky Annafi & Faris Fadjar as my brothers from another mothers. 

 

Thank you for all the laugh and support, you all are the typest of the shit 

gang. We ball as always, On God! 

10. Mila Aulia, my dear and cherished friend, thank you for always being by 

my side, offering unwavering encouragement and support throughout the 

journey of completing this research. Your presence made the process more 

bearable and meaningful, and I deeply appreciate your kindness, patience, 

and belief in me. I truly hope our relationship continues to grow stronger, 

lasting through time, and that we will always be there for each other 

through both the joyful moments and the challenging ones. 

11. Class of 2020, the class that provided me with numerous memorable & 

dopest experiences during campus life. 

12. All of my family and friends whose names could not be mentioned one 

by one. 

13. All lecturers, staff, and friends in the Faculty of Arts and Letters, 

furthermore in the English Department. 



vi  

14. King Von, whose songs always played in the background during my 

research work, never failed to lift my spirits whenever I felt lazy. Here's a 

quote from him that I really like and that motivated me both in life and 

throughout this research: “Ain’t no point in stopping or slowing down, 

hustle hard, never settle.” 

Expressing all my gratitude would require a lengthy narrative, as words alone 

sometimes fall short. However, the writer has no regrets about their time at 

Pasundan University and treasures the memories created there. To conclude, I 

sincerely thanks everyone who played a part. Thank you for riding the waves with 

me, may we meet again at the top of the world 



vii  

Approval of Publicity 

The one who signed here: 

 

Name : Galih Nur Dwiarta 

Student Number  207010047 

Department : English Literature 

 

Faculty : Arts and Letters 

 

 

Permit the Pasundan University English Department to publish the writer’s paper 

titled “Idioms Analysis in Kendrick Lamar’s Song Lyrics Entitled Like That, 

Euphoria, 6:16 in LA, Meet the Grahams, and Not Like Us” on the Pasundan 

University e-repository. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bandung, May 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

Galih Nur Dwiarta 

207010047 



viii  

Abstract 

The purpose of this research is to identify the types of idioms and their meanings 

found in the lyrics of five Kendrick Lamar songs: Like That, Euphoria, 6:16 in LA, 

Meet The Grahams, and Not Like Us. Kendrick Lamar is a well-known American 

rapper, songwriter, and producer. He is especially known for his strong lyric-writing 

skills, including his creative use of idioms. In 2024, Lamar released several songs 

that seemed to be part of a musical feud with fellow rapper Drake. These songs 

include complex lyrics filled with idiomatic expressions. This research uses a 

qualitative descriptive method. To analyze the idioms, it follows F.R. Palmer’s 

theory from his book Semantics: A New Outline. Palmer identifies three types of 

idioms: phrasal verbs, prepositional verbs, and partial idioms. First, the idioms in 

the song lyrics were identified, then their meanings were analyzed using Leech’s 

theory of meaning. Leech’s theory includes seven types of meaning: conceptual, 

connotative, social, affective, reflected, collocative, and thematic meanings. The 

study found that the most common type of idiom in the lyrics was the partial idiom, 

with 25 examples. This was followed by phrasal verbs with 17 examples, and the 

least common was prepositional verbs, found only 4 times. As for meaning, the 

most common were connotative and conceptual meanings, each with 15 examples, 

followed by affective meaning with 11 examples. 

Keywords: Idioms, Lyrics, Meaning, Kendrick Lamar. 
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