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Introduction

[bookmark: _Toc171937994][bookmark: _Toc179806215]1.1. Background of study
	Released in 2016 under Jakarta Records, Ivan Ave's album "Helping Hands" is an important part of his music collection. The album has 11 tracks, from the short "Introfood" to the deep "Obedience," showing a variety of styles and speeds. The album is available on platforms like Bandcamp, Spotify, and even on vinyl. MNDSGN's work in the production process was key in shaping the album's sound and style.
	"Helping Hands" has received praise from both fans and critics for its mix of genres and Ivan Ave's strong storytelling through his lyrics. The album's success shows how it connects with listeners across different platforms, making it an important release in Ivan Ave's career. The album stands out with its mix of hip-hop, R&B, and electronic music. Ivan Ave's thoughtful lyrics talk about love, relationships, and self-discovery, engaging listeners with his vivid storytelling.
	MNDSGN's production adds rich sounds, jazz samples, and relaxed beats, creating a close and personal feel that matches Ivan Ave's sincere delivery. This mix of music and lyrics makes the album feel intimate and honest. In short, "Helping Hands" is a key release in Ivan Ave's music, blending different styles and deep stories that appeal to fans of underground hip-hop and R&B, showcasing Ivan Ave's talent and dedication.
	Figurative language in music not only makes it more beautiful but also adds deeper emotions and themes. Artists use metaphors, similes, and personification to add complexity and meaning to their lyrics, which plain language might not achieve. These tools create layers of experience that engage listeners on many levels.
	This style connects the artist's inner world with the audience's reality. It's about more than just words; it's about creating images, stirring senses, and sparking thoughts. For example, a metaphor can turn a simple feeling into a complex idea that listeners might need to hear many times to fully understand. This depth keeps listeners engaged, making the music a rich sensory and intellectual experience.
	In genres like rap and hip-hop, where storytelling and wordplay are important, figurative language strengthens the lyrics, helping artists tell complex stories about personal struggles, social issues, or cultural wins in a few lines. In blues and country music, it heightens the emotions, making feelings of sadness, strength, or joy more relatable through vivid images.
	Using figurative language well shows the songwriter's skill and creativity. It shows their ability to connect different ideas and feelings, creating lyrics that feel like poetry. This deepens the listener's connection to the music and lifts the song to a higher artistic level. Artists are seen as poets and storytellers, not just musicians, with their work valued for both its music and words.
	Studying how artists from different genres and times use these tools reveals a lot about their creative journeys. It shows patterns and changes in music that reflect cultural changes and personal growth. For academics and music lovers, this study deepens the appreciation of music as an art form that both shapes and is shaped by culture, showing its role as a timeless way of expressing human emotions and identity.
	So, figurative language in music goes beyond just writing lyrics. It is essential to the art of songwriting, crucial for connecting with the audience, and important for expressing the wide range of human emotions and cultural identity.
[bookmark: _Toc179806216]1.2. Research question
The research problem formulated for this research is:
· What is figurative language elements used in the lyrics of Ivan Ave's album "Helping Hands"?
· What are the contextual meanings of the figurative language used in each song on the album?
[bookmark: _Toc179806217]1.3. Objectives of the Study
This research has several objectives:
· To analyze figurative language expressions in Ivan Ave’s song lyrics of the selective songs in the album “Helping Hands”.
· To elaborate the contextual meaning of figurative language found in selective songs in the album “Helping Hands” by Ivan Ave.
With explaining the figurative language as a tool of expression and the meaning. The research is aiming to educate the readers about figurative language used in the literary works specificly on song lyrics, and how to explain it.
[bookmark: _Toc179806218]1.4. Limitations of the Problem 
To make the problem more specified and more focused it is necessary for the writer to limit the study in order to avoid misunderstanding. Only Ivan Ave’s album named “Helping Hands” is use in this research, the researcher only focused on all the music consist within the the album.
[bookmark: _Toc179806219]1.5. Rationale of the study
[bookmark: _Hlk166273320]In determining the object of research, of course, the researcher has a reason for choosing it. These are the reasons for the writer to choose Ivan Ave – Helping Hands music album as research. The researcher chose 5 songs to study. The 5 songs chosen by the researcher are selected sogs which according to the researcher, contains the use of figurative language elements. The writer considers that these songs is interesting to discuss, especially the figurative language element on each songs will be so beneficial in understanding the use of figurative element that is used in musical lyrics broadly.
[bookmark: _Toc179806220]1.6. Significances of the Study
	The result of this study is expected to give benefits to the writer especially, to the reader, institution, and other further researchers. Through this study, the writer personally expects to understand the use of figurative language elements broadly in music, especially in Ivan Ave – Helping Hands Music Album
	Through this research, hopefully literary work readers can understand figurative language better, and the use of it within music lyrics. For other researchers who research the same topic with this study, hopefully this study can be a reference to help their research.  The result of this study expected to provide input, understanding, knowledge, and reference for future research especially about figurative language used in music’s lyric.


