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[bookmark: _Toc176238915]CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
This chapter involves: background of the research, identification of the problem, limitation of the problem, research question, objective of the research, and significances of the research.
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc176238916]Background of the Research
Reading is one of the four language skill (listening, reading, writing, and speaking) that is important to study. Reading is very important to study because reading cannot be separated from the teaching and learning process. From reading, the students can get many knowledge and information. According to Abame (2017), reading is the ability to translate written symbols into logical meanings that become information, which is then interpreted in one's senses to understand the writer's message. Teaching reading is very important because it helps students learn to understand and explain what they read in English. Reading helps students learn new vocabulary and make sentences. Reading also helps them get better at listening and speaking. 
The government reaffirmed the importance of building a culture of reading as stated in “Undang-Undang Perpustakaan nomor 43 tahun 2007 pasal 48” on the Civilization of Reading. In paragraph 1, it is stated that reading culture is carried out through the family, education unit, and community. Even when civilizing the reading habit in the family, the government continues to participate by facilitating low-cost and quality books, as explained in Paragraph 2. 
The statement above means that reading can help students learn other language skills and improve their knowledge. However, understanding a text can be difficult, especially recount text. Based on the writer’s observation, when she follows OJT there are several problems that makes reading difficult for the students. Most of the students have difficulty in understanding the grammar and misunderstand what they read.  Students also struggle to understand the content or get the main idea of the story. These happened because the students have limited vocabulary. The other reason students lost interest in reading is due to the lack of learning source. Eight grade students in SMPN 29 Bandung are not given English textbook, based on the writer interview with eight grade English teachers, this cause teachers to have difficulty in obtaining information related to the material that will be taught and teachers also have difficulty in matching the teaching material with the curriculum without textbooks. 
These problems also happened in the research conducted at SMAN 4 Pematangsintar. As stated by Dita et.al., (2022), there are several factors of students’ difficulty in reading. Students have difficulty in understanding the meaning of word, difficulty in understanding long sentence, difficulty in determining main idea, difficulty to understand the Grammar, and difficulty in drawing conclusions. This happen because the students have weak understanding of the content, vocabulary and grammar. Other research conducted by Fitria (2023) at SMPN 1 Rambipuji shows that the problems the students face is the low ability to read and lack of willingness to read. The students also lack in vocabulary. Therefore, they cannot read well and do not understand the meaning. Apart from that, the limitations of the LCD or Projector also one of the problems faced by teachers. 
The problems above occur because the teacher does not use the right teaching media. According to Andriani (2022) using appropriate media in teaching foreign language will help teachers create more effective learning environments in the classroom. Nowadays technology plays an important role in creating teaching media. As stated by Haleem (2022) technology is a powerful instrument that can help improve education in many ways, such as making it easier for teachers to create materials and providing new methods for students to learn and collaborate. Izlin (2023) mention that projector is often used by the teacher in teaching English, as using the projector makes it easier for the teacher to deliver the material. However, based on the observation, most teachers do not use digital teaching media. This happen because the school only facilitate three projectors for the whole school to use. 
Other reasons teachers do not use digital teaching media is because several teachers are not given training on how to use technology in teaching and learning, therefore several teachers have difficulty in using technology. As mention by Salam (2023), there are several challenges face by teacher when using digital teaching media: (1) teacher is not as familiar with technology as their students and have to learn new skills independently; (2) teacher find it difficult to create new teaching materials because of limited time and age-related difficulties; (3) teacher face difficulties adjusting to using digital technology as a teaching media, as they are still new to this. 
One of the solutions that can improve students reading skill is by using digital storytelling as media. According to Chan and Yau (2019), Digital storytelling is a technique for telling stories using text, sound, graphics, and other digital aspects. Erdogan (2021) also stated that digital storytelling as a teaching media has several benefits for the teacher and the student: (1) digital storytelling can improve students motivation in learning English; (2) the use of digital storytelling can improve teaching methods as it involves inexpensive materials and encourages students to stay focused on the lesson; (3) digital storytelling allows students to create their own knowledge; (4) teachers can use digital storytelling as a great tool for collaboration in the classroom. 
Based on previous studies, digital storytelling can improve students' reading skill. A research conducted by Murgayyah (2022) shows that the students were able to comprehend the reading material of narrative text easier and the students’ participation shows that students were very active and enthusiastic during the teaching and learning process. As also stated by Fitria (2023),  the result of using digital storytelling shows that digital storytelling can make students more enthusiast following the class and pay attention to the teacher. The students also increase their vocabulary. In conclusion, students can remember and understand new information better with the help of digital storytelling.



The writer is interested in choosing this topic because the writer wants to introduce digital storytelling as a teaching media to teachers and the writer also want to find out whether the use of digital storytelling can improve students critical reading skill, especially in reading recount text. 
The writer will implement teaching media using digital storytelling in teaching recount text to improve students’ critical reading skills in SMPN 29 Bandung in the first teaching semester 2024.

1.2 [bookmark: _Toc176238917]Identification of the Problems
Based on the background of the research, the writer identifies several problems as follows: 
1. Most of the students have lack of vocabulary. This can cause the students to have difficulty in grammar, understanding the main idea, and lost in interest in reading English. 
2. Lack source of learning cause students to lost interest in reading, especially reading English. 
3. Lack of facilities in technology also causes teachers to be less effective in using teaching media. 
4. Several teachers are not provided with training on how to use technology in teaching and learning, which resulted in teachers being unable to operate teaching media that use technology.


1.3 [bookmark: _Toc176238918]Limitation of the Problems
To limit the problems, the writer focuses the research on the teaching learning activities by using digital storytelling as a media. The writer focuses on improving students critical reading skill. The writer choose recount text as a material to teach the students. The writer also focuses on three elements of critical reading skill to limit the problem: (1) Identifying; (2) Guessing; (3) Responding; and (4) Outlining and summarizing. The writer only choose one class to conduct the research. The class consist of 35 students. 

1.4 [bookmark: _Toc176238919]Research Questions
Based on the limitation of the problems, the writer formulates the research Questions as:
1. How is the procedure of teaching recount text using digital storytelling as a media in improve students’ critical reading skill?
2. What is the result of learning by using digital storytelling as a media in improve students’ critical reading skill?
3. What are students response in using digital storytelling as a media in improve students’ critical reading skill?





1.5 [bookmark: _Toc176238920]Objective of the Research
The objective of the research are:
1. To analyse the procedure of teaching recount text using digital storytelling in improving students’ critical reading skill.
2. To analyse the result of learning by using digital storytelling in improving students’ critical reading skill.
3. To analyse students response in using digital storytelling in improving students’ critical reading skill.
1.6 [bookmark: _Toc176238921]Significances of the Research
The significances of the research are expected to be useful for:
a. Theoretically
· Reader: It is expected for readers to increase knowledge and insight after reading this research. 
· Teacher: This research can be used by teacher as a reference in improving students' critical reading skills. 
· Further researcher: This research can be used as a reference by other researchers that are interested in English, especially in teaching reading skills.





b. Practically
· Reader: The researcher hope that readers can understand how the procedure of using digital storytelling improve students critical reading skills.
· Teacher: It is expected that the procedures of digital storytelling in this research can be adopted by teachers to be implemented in their classrooms.
· Further researcher: It is hope that future critical researcher can use this research to explore more about how digital storytelling can improve students reading skill. 
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