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Preface

Alhamdulillah, in the name and presence of Allah SWT, the Almighty and the
Merciful who has granted countless blessing and guidance so that the writer finally
able to accomplish her research entitled “An Analysis of Taylor Swift Selected
Tracks: From The Vault (A Semantic Perspective of Figurative Language)”. This
research aimed to analyze figurative language that existed on Taylor Swift’s
selected “From The Vault” tracks and the meaning behind it.

While studying literature and distinguishing between linguistic branches, the
writer became interested in analyzing figurative language in semantic context of a
literary work, particularly song lyrics. As a result, the writer chose to evaluate the
song lyrics from a semantic standpoint, with help of facts and theory.

The writer acknowledge that this paper is far from perfection. Therefore,
feedback, suggestion, and criticism from readers is welcome. The writer hopes that
this research will help readers to learn more about figurative language and its
significance. Furthermore, the writer expects that this research will be useful as a

motivation for conducting similar research.
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Abstract

Figurative language is a language that adds depth to write, transforming the author’s
narrative and creating more vivid and memorable expressions that resonate more
strongly with the reader. This research aims to discover the figurative language and
its meaning in the lyrics used in selected “From The Vault” tracks by Taylor Swift.
This research employed a descriptive qualitative approach since the object of the
analysis is formed as song lyrics. Adopting figurative language theory by Laurence
Perrine, it is discovered total 50 data that consist only nine of twelve types of
figurative language: personification occurs twelve times (24%), overstatement
(16%) occurs eight times, metaphor (12%) occurs six times as well as simile (12%)
occurs six times, symbol (10%) and irony (10%) occurs 5 times each, metonymy
(8%) occurs four times, paradox (6%) occurs three times, and synecdoche occurs
once with percentage (2%). Therefore, the result shows that the most used figurative
language in selected Taylor Swift “From The Vault” Tracks is personification. It
indicated that Taylor Swift used a lot of personification and other figurative
language to strengthen the narrative and emotions, enrich the listener’s experience,
and create deep emotional connection for the listeners.

Keywords: Figurative language, Song lyrics, Taylor Swift, From The Vault,
Taylor’s Version.
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