Chapter I
Introduction

This chapter is about to describe the introduction to the research. It contains the background of the study, research questions, objective of the study, and limitation of the study.
1.1 [bookmark: _bookmark8]Background of the Study

Humans are social creatures who always require communication in all aspects of social interaction. Communication is the action or process of expressing feelings or exchanging information between one individual and another individual through various symbols. In the process of communication, humans can use words, symbols, sounds which is known as language. Language is a form of communication that has a very important role in life because it is the main means of communication. The use of language in communication is very diverse. There are verbally, written nor body language. Therefore, language and communication are two things that are interrelated and cannot be separated. Humans often communicate using literal language in everyday life. However, we also use figurative language to express hidden meanings in communication without realizing it.
Figurative language is a form of language use in the form of comparisons or parables. It can be described as the language style used by the writer in arranging phrases both orally and in writing to express messages imaginatively
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with certain aims and intentions. According to Dale and Warriner, figurative language is often described with imaginative, beautiful, and emotional words that can change or create certain connotations. As we know, figurative language is more commonly seen in literary works such as poetry, novels, or short stories. However, the use of figurative language in literary works is not only in poetry and other literary works. Figurative language can also be used in everyday life, both orally and in writing, as long as it adheres to the applicable rules of figurative language. Therefore, it is not impossible that figurative language can also be used in news writing.
The use of language in information has very important role. Aside from that, in the current era, the way to exchange information is not only through spoken or written language, but also through social media including mass media. The mass media plays an important role in the process of convey information, especially in this era of fast increasing technologies. Technology and science are currently advancing very significant in the dissemination of information. Media transformation in this digital era has had a very significant impact, particularly in terms of accessibility. With the internet, people have easier and wider access to news and information in Indonesia and throughout the world. As a result, the internet has become the primary source for accessing news and informations. Before the digital era, newspapers, magazines, tabloids and other conventional media were the main sources of knowledge for anyone those
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seeking it. However, electronic media such social media has now become one of the primary sources of information for the general public. Most people nowadays look for information from online media via the internet because it is easy to access and obtain from anywhere and at any time.
Features is one of journalistic works which provide objects and events obtained through observations and interviews. This writing is written in a form like a story which aims to provide information, entertain, educate and can convey sympathy and empathy to the reader. Even though it is written in a novel- like storytelling style, the feature still provides accurate data and facts based on observations and interviews in the field. Along with technological developments that influence online media, one of which is the presence of news portals, feature have also been found in many online media, including on the BBC news portal, especially on the Travel channel at bbc.com. On this occasion, the writer is interested in figuring out the type of figurative language, especially figures comparison that used in Travel channel of BBC under the title “An Analysis of Figures Comparison in Travel Channel of BBC.com” focusing on feature on Travel channel of BBC.com.
The reason the writer chose figures comparison of figurative language as the subject for research was because of the use of figurative language which is not only used in literary works, but also in everyday life both orally and in writing. Therefore, the writer is interested in finding out whether figurative

language especially figures comparison is widely used in feature. The usage of figures comparison of figurative language in feature leads to a variety of interpretations in society. Although news portals are easy to access, readers' understanding of the content of writing and news varies. Therefore, the author is interested in analyzing figurative language, especially figures comparison used in feature on Travel channel of BBC.com.
This study focuses on feature on Travel channel of BBC.com, it isbecause BBC is considered as the largest broadcast news operation in the world where the writer feels interested in researching the data that will be obtained from BBC.com. Apart from that, the content from the BBC is written in English, thus supporting the writer’s research to analyze figurative language in English.
1.2 [bookmark: _bookmark9]Identification of the Study

Figurative language are used in feature writing for both print and online media. It is used to expresses ideas that go beyond their actual meaning. In this case, the reader must use their imagination to grasp the meaning of what is written in the feature. As a result, the writer was interested in analyzing the meaning of figurative language in feature, especially on online media.
The writer chose feature on Travel channel of BBC.com as the subject because the BBC is considered a large broadcasting media in English that is trusted and accurate enough for the writer to analyze.


1.3 [bookmark: _bookmark10]Research Questions

According to the description of the background that stated previously, the research questions of the study are formulated as follows: writer devised the following research questions:
1. What types of Figures Comparison appears on Travel channel of BBC.com?
2. What is the dominant type of Figures Comparison used on Travel channel of BBC.com?

1.4 [bookmark: _bookmark11]Objective of the Study

In relation to the research questions of the study that stated previously, the objective of the study are formulated as follows:
1. To find out what type of Figures Comparison appears on Travel channel of BBC.com.
2. To find out what is the dominant type of Figures Comparison that used on Travel channel of BBC.com.

1.5 [bookmark: _bookmark12]Limitation of the Study

According to the problems identified above, the writer of this study limits her study on figures comparison which is one of types of figurative language used in feature on Travel channel of BBC.com. Beside from that, the writer also limits her study on the types of figures comparison and the dominant type of figures comparison that appears in feature on Travel channel of BBC.com. Even though there are many types of comparative figure of speech, the writer will examine five types of figures comparison namely Personification, Metaphor, Simile, Synecdoche, and Metonymy. The writer also focused on analyzing the types of figures comparison in feature on Travel channel of BBC.com by examining three feature from each five sub-channel on the Travel channel. Therefore, the limitation in this research is not the period time limit, but the writer used the number limit.

