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ChapterI

Introduction

1.1BackgroundofTheStudy

Literatureisawritingwhichexpressesandcommunicatethoughts,

feelingsandattitudestowardslife.WellekandWerren(1989:3)saidthat

literatureisanartofcreativeactivity.Authorsarefreetoexpressher/him

ideas,thoughts,feelings,experiencesandimaginationintoliterarywork.Only

literaturethatmakeaheartmeetwithalogic,thewaterallieswiththeoil,and

blackandwhiteareworkingeachothers.

Literary works may be affected by author’s background,culture,

religion,knowledgeandexperiences.Authorwilldescribeeverythingmore

specificinordertomakereadercanimagineitsstory,indeedtheyfeelso

deeplywhattheauthorwroteandcertainly literatureisnotonlytoget

entertaimentbutalsotogetaneducation.

Risdianto(2011:6)statedthatsastraterbagikedalam tigakelompok,

yaitu prosa,drama,dan puisi.Prosa menggunakan jenis bahasa sajak,

contohnya:novel,cerpen,cerpensederhanadll.Dramaadalahpermainan

perandandialogadegan,percakapan,komedi,tragedi,komeditragis,dll.Puisi
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adalahsenidaripenyair.Contohnya:balada,syairkepahlawanan,puisiberlirik,

dll.(Literatureisgenerallydividedintothreegroups,theyare:prose,drama,

andpoetry.Proseuseslanguagewhichisnotinaverseform,e.g.,novels,

shortstories,novellas,etc.Dramaisplaywithitsact(s)anditsscenesin

dialogues,conversations,comedies,tragedies,tragiccomedies,etc.Poetryis

theartofpoets;poems,inverseform,e.g.ballads,epics,lyricalpoetry,etc.)

AccordingtoRisdianto(2011:6)yanglain,danyangsangatpenting

sastrayangbaikmempunyai‘kesadaranmoral’.(Another,andmostimportant

feature which must be found in almost all-good literature is ‘moral

consciousness’).Therefore,itisafeelingonthepartofthewriter,andthe

extend bytheauthortothereader,thatthewordshavearealmeaning and

themeaningthatliesbeyondtheideasofrightandwrongthathappentobe

acceptedatoneparticulartimeorplace.Itdoesnotmeanthatgreatwriters

everintendtomoralize,ortoimpress abouttheirownideasofrightand

wrong.

Generallyliteraryworksisidenticwithafiction.Nurgiyantoro(2007:2)

saidthatfiksiadalahceritafantasidaripenulis.(Fictionisa fantasystoryof

theauthor).Itmeansiftheimpossiblethingscouldnotbehappeninareal

life,itcouldbehappeninfictionstory.Eventhoughproseisafictionand

fantasy,the authorwrote a literarry works with theirexperiences and
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observationtowardlife.Fictionreferstonarativeprosethosearenoveland

shortstory.Thewriterchoosesproseasanobjectoftheresearch,thatisa

novel.AccordingtoTaylor(1981:46),novelisanormallyproseworkwitha

quitelengthcomplexitywhichattemptoreflectanexpresssomethingofthe

qualityvalueofthehumanexperience.

ThewriterchoosesanovelentitledDaddyLongLegs.DaddyLong

LegsbyJeanWebsterpublishedonOctober1912.Commonlyregardedasan

AmericanCinderellatale,itisoftenincludedindiscussionsofotherbooks

thatfocused on orphans.Thisnovelwasadapted into play,movie,and

musicalcomedywhichhadplayedalready.Websterherselfadapteditintoa

stageplaythatdebutedin1914.Phillips(1999:1)assertedthat“DaddyLong

Legs was perhaps the mostenduring example ofa popularepistolary

tradition ofthe nineteenth and earlytwentieth centurythatemphasized

femalevoiceandfemaleeducation”.

JeanWebsterwasapoliticallyandsociallyactiveladyandauthoress

manybooks.Hersenseofhumorexposedwellinherbooks.JeanWebsteris

alsoasocialactivistwhofightsforwomansuffrageandsocialreform for

orphansandprisons.DaddyLongLegswasinspiredbyJeanWebster’slove

forchildren which wasthebasisforherseriousand criticalinterestin

humanity.Herparticularinterestwasin improving lifein orphanages,a
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concernwhichismanifest.

Inwritinghernovelssheoftenincludescriticsimplicitlyorexplicitly,

includinginDaddyLongLegs.Shecriticizesoneducationinorphanageand

womansuffrage.DaddyLongLegsisastoryaboutanorphanwholivedin

orphanagecalledJohnGrierforseventeenyears.SuddenlyJudy,oneofthe

charachersonthisnovelgotacharityfrom benefactor,butitdidnotmakeher

desiretobecomeindependenceovercast.Shedidherbesttosuccessin

academicandbeingenthusiasm toeachnewexperiencesandlessonshegot.

Thisstorycannotseparatebyelementofprosefiction,thatissetting.

ThewriterthinksthisstoryhastwopartsofstoriesthattoldJudy’slifein

orphanageanduniversity.Itmightthebiggestinfluenceinthisstoryisthe

setting.FirstsettingisorphanagewhereJudyliveforseventeenyears.She

hasafeelingofloneliness,eventhoughmanypeopleinorphanage.Asa

humanJudywantstohaveparentsandfeelslikebelonged,loved,andcared.

Shealsocannotexpressheremotions,becausenobodythatshecanshare

with.Suchasweknow emotionsnotonlyhappyandsadbutalsoangry,

dissapoint,etc.Thosearethepartoftheemotions.Judycannotexpressit,

thereforesheunexpresivetofaceeverything.

ActuallyJudydoesnotonlyliveinasylumbut,shestudiestoo.Thisis

anaddictionalsettinginorphanage.Inschoolshestillfeltunhappyanddid
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notcomfortwithherfriends.Herfriendsknownfrom whereheroriginsis

thereforetheythinkJudywasqueeranddifferentandalloftreatmakesJudy

donotwanthaveanyfriendsinschool.Overallthewriterconcludesthatthe

distancebetweenschoolandassylum verynear.

“SinceIprobablyhavenoplacetogothissummer,

shewillletmecomebacktotheasylum andwotkformy

boarduntilcollegeopens.IHATETHEJOHNGRIERHOME.

I’d ratherdiethango back.” (ChapTheLettersofMiss

JerushaAbbotttoMr.Daddy-Long-LegsSmith:pg81)

Thenextsettingisuniversity.Judytriedtoopenhermindtoaccept

somethingdifferentofherselfandputheremotionwithoutafraidpeoplethat

wouldgetawayfrom her.Eventhoughinthebegginingshehidedherorigin

andscaredifanypeopleknowsabouther.Butalongthetime,Shelearns

alloweverythingthathappenedtoher.Atlast,thereaderswouldbesurprising

becauseJuddywouldmetherangel,DaddyLongLegswhohelpheroutfrom

thedarkness.

Basedontheexplanationabove,thewritersthinksthatJudyasmain

characterseemshaving apsychologyproblem which isaffected bythe

setting where she lived.Firstsetting is orphanage where she lived for



6

seventeenyearsandshapeherownwithoutknowinganything,littledidshe

know thatlifeiscruel.Secondsettingisuniversitywhereshefoundand

changedpointofviewabouttheworldbyherself.From theexplanationabove,

thusthewritergivesthepaperentitled“AnAnalysisofPsychologicalDisorder

ofMainCharacteronWebster’sDaddyLongLegs”.

1.2 ResearchProblems

Toreachthepurposeofthispaper,thewriterhassomequestionsas

follows:

1.How theelementsofplot,setting,andcharacterthatdescribedinnovel

DaddyLongLegs?

2.How plot,setting,andcharacterportrayalsthepsychologycaldisorderof

maincharacter?

1.3 ObjectiveoftheResearch

The writermusthave some certain purpose in orderto make their

researchbecomeusefulforotherpeople.Inthispapertherearesomemain



7

purposeofthisstudy,thoseare:

1.Tofindout theelementsofplot,setting,andcharacterthatdescribedin

novelDaddyLongLegs.

2.Tofindouthow plot,setting,andcharacterportrayalsthepsychologycal

disorderofmaincharacter.

1.4 SignificancesoftheStudy

Thisresearchisexpectedcanbeusefultothereaders,eithergenerally

andpractically.Theexpectedsignificancesare:

1.Thewriterhopesthispapercanenrichherknowledgeaboutpsychological

issuesthatcontainedinaliteraryworks,especiallyinthisnovel.

2.Thisresearchcanhelpfordevelopingthenextreseacrhinunderstandingthe

psychologyissueinliteraryworks.

3.Thisresearchcangiveacontributionforacademicwritings,especiallyfor

studentinEnglishDepartmentPasundanUniversity.


