Chapter I
Introduction
1.1. Background of the Study
Language plays a very important role in human’s life, because language is the most common mean by which human beings can convey their thoughts and ideas one another. The activity of transferring thoughts and ideas is termed communicating, and explained by Schwartz and Simon (as cited in Wikipedia.org) as a process of transferring information from one entity to another. Communication processes are sign-mediated interactions between at least two agents which share a repertoire of signs and semiotic rules. Communication is commonly defined as "the imparting or interchange of thoughts, opinions, or information by speech, writing, or signs". Communication can be perceived better as a two-way process in which there is an exchange and progression of thoughts, feelings or ideas (energy) towards a mutually accepted goal or direction”.
Schwartz and Simon’s elaboration above basically informs that communication is a process that might involve two or more persons in which an exchange of thought, opinion, or information is performed by using speech, writing, or signs.
Furthermore, Foley and Van Valin in Functional Syntax and Universal Grammar (1984: 8) stated that:
… the assumption that language is a system of communication treats language as a crucial component of human social interaction and takes linguistic behavior, e.g. asserting, asking, promising, commanding, wishing and requesting, and the larger-scale speech activities which they constitute, to be social behavior.

By the particular statement, Foley and Van Valin state that language, as the vital element of communication, has functions that serve its purpose such as the functions to assert, ask, command, etc. This is in agreement with Halliday (1985: xxx) who mentioned that language is actually developed in such a way to make it suitable to the needs of human being.
On the other hand, during a communication process a speaker also has to be able to use language in the correct and proper way in order to transfer the meaning to his or her interlocutors. A very significant aspect for a mutual communication between speakers is politeness.
Politeness strategy is a way by which a speaker is able to give more emphasis on his or her respect toward his or her conversation partner(s). Brown and Levinson (1987: 60) state that politeness strategy is a stratagem used by a speaker to avoid the conducting of face threatening act (FTA) upon his or her interlocutors. For an example of the case, the utterance “I like your honesty” is a polite statement because the sentence reflects the sayer’s appreciation on his or her conversation partner’s deed. On the other hand, the utterance “Nowadays, honesty doesn’t ensure success” is not a polite statement because the sayer does not appreciate his or her interlocutors deed.
In this research the writer is interested to conduct analysis on the application of the politeness strategies in representative speech acts of the courtroom debates in the movie The Exorcism of Emily Rose. The reason to choose a literary work in this research is because literary works are useable for the objective of this research because of their capacity to illustrate the happenings in the real life. As stated by Croft and Cross (2000: 6), literary works and the characters’ changes of emotional condition are reflections of the real world thus the writer can analyze the applications of the politeness strategies together with their effects depicted in the movie those are regarded as illustrations of occurrences happened in the real life.

The writer chooses a movie as the analyzed object because the writer considers that it is in movies that the using of language in a communication process happens in a very realistic way. In a movie it is very easy to observe the other means of communication that accompany the use of the linguistic features themselves, such as the body language and the tone of both the speaker and the hearer(s). This makes movies very different than other literary works (such as novel) in which such means of communication can not be depicted in the same obviousness. 

The writer chooses representative speech because this category of speech act is both interesting and challenging. Yule (1966: 53) mentions that representative speech is the kind of speech act that states the speaker’s belief on the truthfulness or falseness of things such as fact assertion, confirmation, conclusion, and description. For an example, the utterance “I am positive that Father Moore killed her” is a representative speech act for it is a statement of the sayer’s believe that Father Moore’s suggestion is the cause of the victim’s (Emily Rose) death.

The characteristics of the representative speech acts mentioned above have strong connectivity with courtroom debate because utterances in such setting are strictly required to be representing the speakers’ belief. This fact motivates the writer to perform a research on the application of politeness strategies and representative speech act in a movie’s courtroom debates.
The object which is going to be analyzed in this research is the movie entitled “The Exorcism of Emily Rose”. The story of the movie is loosely based on a real event experienced by a Germany girl named Annaliese Michell who was considered to suffer a demonic possession and passed away after several exorcism attempts. The case attracted attention of the public and brought the involved priests to the court with the charge of negligence homicide. The movie focuses on Erin Bruner, the defense attorney of the defendant Father Richard Moore. The storyline follows the involvement of the main character in the case, especially on her attempts to set the defendant free from the charge and to minimize public attention on the case. With such natures, the movie is full of courtroom scenes where both the defense attorney and the prosecutor bring their witnesses and try to make the jurors convinced with their points of view on the case: the prosecutor insists that the victim was suffered from an acute mental disorder and should be able to be cured if only she continued her medical treatment while the defense attorney persists that the victim was really possessed by evil spirits. The story about the life of the victim is presented in flashbacks, mostly by the witnesses and the defendant during their testimonies. The characters of this movie often utter sentences belong to the representative speech act category and therefore this movie is a very suitable object to be analyzed in this research.
Based on the above exposition, the writer entitles this research “Politeness Strategies and Representative Speech Acts in the Courtroom Debates in the Movie “The Exorcism of Emily Rose”: A Pragmatic Study”.
1.2.      Research Problems
The writer hereby identifies the problems to be answered in this research as follows:
1.
What politeness strategies in representative speech acts used in the  courtroom debates of the particular movie?

2.  In what ways are the strategies applied by the speakers?


1.3. Objective of the Study
Based on the problems identified above, the writer then formulates the objectives of this research as follows:
1.
Describing politeness strategies used in representative speech act in the courtroom debate in the movie The Exorcism of Emily Rose.
2. Explaining how the strategies are applied.

1.4. Significances of the Study

This research has two functions, those are the theoretical and the practical functions:
Theoretically, this study is expected to be able to provide knowledge in the field of politeness strategy as well as in the field of representative speech act, as the two matters those are directly related to the topic of this study. In addition, this research is also expected to provide knowledge in the field of general linguistics, and especially in the subject of pragmatics.
Practically, this research illustrates the analysis of politeness strategy and representative speech act in a movie or a communication process. This study demonstrates the method to perform analytical study on speech acts in movies and it also functions as a fundamental data contribution for the upcoming researchers in the related topic.
In this research the writer also intends to make analytical study on the politeness strategies and representative speech act in a based-on-true-event horror movie entitled The Exorcism of Emily Rose. With this study the writer will be able to find out the kinds of politeness strategies used by the characters during the courtroom debate and explain the way the characters of the movie apply politeness strategies in their representative speech acts.
The writer is interested to study these fields because in communication process both the speaker(s) and the interlocutors are not merely expected to speak truthfully but also to be committed to maintain the harmony of the relationship, meanwhile representative speech is the kind of speech act that binds the speaker to the reliability of his or her utterance. It is the connection between the two that becomes the main reason of the writer’s intention to conduct this research. 
On the other hand, since representative speech act deals with a person’s statement of what he or she sees as the truth, the circumstance in which samples of such kind of utterances can be found in high frequency is in the courtroom scene. With this reason, the movie “The Exorcism of Emily Rose” is then a very suitable object to be studied in this research because of its numerous courtroom scenes and many lines of representative speech act.
The framework of this research is based on two theories. The first reference is Yule’s speech act theory in which he explains that speech act is an act which is performed by using utterance. The second reference is Brown and Levinson’s theory of politeness strategy in which they explain that politeness strategy consists of five categories those are bald on record strategy, positive politeness strategy, negative politeness strategy, off record strategy, and don’t do the FTA strategy. The mentioned strategies are going to be elaborated in details in Chapter II.
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