Chapter I

Introduction

This chapter deals with background of the study, identifications of the problems, limitation of the problems, research problems, objectives of the study, and significances of the study.
1.1 Background of The Study

 
As one of language in the world, English is considered and applied as an international language. Nowadays, English becomes influential language in a lot of sectors, such as business, education, technology and sience. Therefore, English is very popular and has been spoken and learnt by almost all of people in the world. So, the importance of English cannot be denied and ignored since English is the most common language spoken and used everywhere in the world.


There are some reasons why English is very important and many people attempt to learn it. One of them is for finding job. Knowing English opens job and employment opportunities in many countries and markets. Other reasons are: for running business, traveling, interacting in internet, finding hot news in other country, interacting to each other, doing research, writing in the foreign language, etc. That is why English should be mastered.


Being developing country, Indonesia should expand and increase the human resources to face the globalization era. English can use as a weapon to make everybody survive in this globalization era and go anywhere. The development of human resources will develop the country and will make Indonesia ready to compete with other countries. 


Students as one of basic human resources, they should learn English. English is the compulsory subject for Indonesian national students, especially those who go to high school. It is also learned by students of university too.



High school students must learn the elements of language in linguistics in order to master the language. According to Chaer (2003), he said in linguistics we have to know the four elements of language, those are phonems (the sounds of words), morphems (the words), syntax (structures) and lexical (meaning).


In addition, beside learning the elements of language, students should study the four language skills. Those are listening skill, speaking skill, reading skill, and writing skill. They should learn these in order to master the use of English.


Mastering English can give  lot of adventages, especially for students, mastering English can open the opportunities to join and to compete the Olympic competition among a lot of countries. Beside that, mastering English can give opportunity for students to go abroad and continue their study in other country.


Before mastering English skills, we should face to the first step in learning a foreign language. The first step is mastering vocabulary. Vocabulary is the most important component and become a basic in all of languages, including English. Because without vocabulary we cannot communicate to each other.


Vocabulary is very important thing that should be mastered by students in learning English. Pinter (2006) said that vocabulary is one of the language systems that is important to be learnt. Students will communicate succesfully with other people in a foreign language if they acquire a number of words and know how to use them accurately (Huyen & Nga, 2003).


In indonesia, English is not as a second language but as a foreign language. English as a foreign language context is clearly a greater challange for students and teachers. As an foreign language, English has been taught in Indonesia from primary school to university. However, in fact it does not still guarantee that the students have mastered English. Students still afraid when they are try to speak in English. Based on the writer experience during the teaching practice, almost students say there are afraid to speak in English because beside there are unsure about the grammar, they are also lack of vocabulary.


Another factor is from the teaching and learning process. Vocabulary is taught in many different ways in Indonesia. However, we can still find in most Indonesian traditional English classroom, most teachers still use conventional method in teaching vocabulary. They only give the students a non-stop drilling and memorizing practice in a class. In fact, these conventional method make students feel bored, not motivated to learn and caused the students lack of vocabulary and fluency. 


On the other hand, Lewis and Hill 1990 (cited in Aprian, 2009) explained that students are unlikely to be very succesful at learning unless they enjoy the process. That is why the teacher has to find a kind of method that can be used to teach vocabulary in interesting, creative, fun, innovative and attractive way. People also believe if the students can perceive English as a fun subject, it is easy for them to absorb the material. And using game is one of the methods that can be used as a tool to fulfill not only fun but also learning. Games help the teacher to create teaching-learning process more useful and more meaningful.


However, it is not easy to create an appropiate teaching technique which can encourage students’ willingness in learning vocabulary. According to Brown (2001:88), when the materials seem to be difficult for students, teacher has to make them interesting, lively and fun. Therefore, learning through game is way to create an enjoyable teaching and learning process. It can make students more easily to learn vocabulary. According to Huyen & Nga (2003), learning vocabulary through games is effective and intersting ways which can be applied in any classroom.


There are many kinds of games which can be used and effective in teaching English. It cannot be an easy job for teachers to find an appropriate game for teaching and learning process, beacause each game has their own purpose and of course has adventages and disadventages. So, teachers should be careful to find and use the game in teaching and learning process


Based on the problem, the writer would like to improve student’s vocabulary mastery through crossword puzzles. Crossword puzzles is a simple games that can be played in any age level with different difficulty. Paul (2003) asserted that crossword puzzles can be used at any level and they are a wonderful way to teach vocabulary from many different lessons. In addition, Jones (2007) stated that a crossword puzzles always covers several sklills in learning English such as vocabulary, reasoning, spelling, and word attack skills.


A crossword puzzle is expected to influence first grade of junior high school in learning vocabulary. Moreover, this study also investigate students’ response when using crossword puzzle in teaching and learning vocabulary.
1.2 Identification of the Problem
According to the background that was described above, vocabulary is very important in every language, in this case in English, because vocabulary is the basic for students to communicate each other. Vocabulary is the first step should be learnt by students. Most of students afraid when they are try to communicate in English. One of the reasons is lack of vocabulary.
The teacher should try another method to teach vocabulary. Teaching through games will make the lesson more fun, interesting, attractive and innovative. There are many games which can be used by the teacher in improving students’ vocabulary. Crossword puzzle is one of word English games that can make different atmosphere in teaching and learning process.
1.3 Limitation of The Problem


In this step, the writer realise that it will be so hard to get data if the writer does not limit the study. So, the writer will only observe crossword puzzle in teaching vocabulary which is can increase student’s vocabulary in junior high school, especially first grade.
1.4 Research Problem



Related to the study entitled the effectiveness of crossword puzzle in teaching vocabulary, the following research problems are stated as follows:
1.  Is crossword puzzle effective used for teaching vocabulary?
2.  How effective is crossword puzzle used for teaching vocabulary?
3.  What are students’ opinions when using the crossword puzle in teaching  vocabulary?
1.5 Objective of The Study


Generally, the objective of the study is to observe the use of crossword puzzle in improving students’ vocabulary in junior high school, especially in first grade. Particularly, the objectives of the study are stated as follows:

1. To know the effectiveness of crossword puzzle used for teaching vocabulary.
2. To know what are the students’ opinion of using crossword puzzle used for teaching vocabulary.
1.6 Significance of The Study

The research findings are expected to be useful especially for the writer and generally as a reference for next researcher who has the same study. This paper is expected to provide the information of teaching technique for teachers in teaching vocabulary.
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